
LONG-TERM/STUDENT VISA APPLICATION

A Step-by-Step Guide



A LONG-TERM/STUDENT VISA (VLS-TS)

WHAT IS IT?
The long-stay visa serving as a residence permit with the "student"
designation, abbreviated as VLS-TS "student" ,  a l lows you to stay in
France for a period ranging from four months to one year in order
to pursue higher education. 



A LONG-TERM/STUDENT VISA (VLS-TS)

WHAT for?
I t  gives you the r ight to:

travel  freely throughout al l  the Schengen area countr ies,
work up to 964 hours per year (20 hours per week),  to supplement
your income,
benefi t  f rom VISALE, the free student rental  guarantee
receive housing assistance from the CAF (French family al lowance
fund),
extend your stay beyond the val idity period of the issued residence
permit .

https://www.touteleurope.eu/les-pays-membres-de-l-espace-schengen/
https://www.campusfrance.org/fr/travail-etudiant
https://www.campusfrance.org/fr/VISALE-caution-locative-etudiante-gratuite
https://www.caf.fr/allocataires/aides-et-demarches/droits-et-prestations


STEP 1

find out if you need one
Perform a simulat ion thanks to the visa assistant on the website France
Visas (www.france-visas.gouv.fr) .  Depending on your home country and
your plans, within a few minutes you wi l l  know whether you need to
apply for a visa.

https://france-visas.gouv.fr/web/france-visas/ai-je-besoin-d-un-visa
https://france-visas.gouv.fr/web/france-visas/ai-je-besoin-d-un-visa
http://www.france-visas.gouv.fr/


STEP 2

fill-up the online form
Fi l l -up your personal information on the onl ine form France Visas  
along with your passport ,  your support ing documents (or iginals and
copies) and 2 ID pictures (respecting OACI regulat ions) .

At the end of the procedure,  you wi l l  be issued a confirmation form :
 double-check that al l  your personal informations are correct and print
the form out.

https://france-visas.gouv.fr/documents/d/france-visas/iso_iec_normes_photos_fr


STEP 3

Get an appointment at
vfs-global
Book an appointment at VFS-Global Muscat to f inal ize your visa
appl icat ion. Make sure you al low enough t ime to get an appointment
and for your appl icat ion to be processed before the planned start  date
of your tr ip.
Don't  wait  unt i l  the last minute! Student visa appl icat ions can take t ime
to process, so the earl ier you apply,  the better!

https://visa.vfsglobal.com/omn/en/nld/attend-centre/muscat


STEP 4

Present yourself at the
appointment
You must attend the appointment with your complete f i le (CERFA form,  
receipt and al l  support ing documents) .
VFS-Global wi l l  receive you, check your f i le ,  col lect the fee,  take your
biometr ic data (photo and f ingerprints) ,  and keep your passport and
support ing documents (copies) to transmit them to the consulate.



the required documents
1 .  LONG-STAY VISA APPLICATION FORM
 Completed and signed.

2. PASSPORT PHOTO
Must meet French/Schengen standards ( l ight background, neutral
expression, ful l  face visible,  etc.) .

3. PROOF OF LEGAL RESIDENCE
I f  you are not a nat ional of the country where you're submitt ing the
visa appl icat ion: you must provide proof of legal residence (e.g. ,
residence permit ,  v isa,  etc.) .

4. TRAVEL DOCUMENT (PASSPORT)
Issued less than 10 years ago.
Must have at least two blank pages.
Val id for at least 3 months beyond:

the date you plan to leave the Schengen Area (for short stays) ,  or
the expirat ion date of the requested visa (for long stays) .

You must scan and submit al l  pages of the passport that contain
visas,  stamps, or annotat ions.

5. PROOF OF PRE-REGISTRATION OR ENROLLMENT
Submit a pre-registrat ion or enrol lment letter from a French higher
education inst i tut ion or training center .



6. MOST RECENT DIPLOMA
Only required for appl icants from countr ies not under the EEF
procedure.

7. PROOF OF FINANCIAL MEANS
Minimum required: €615 per month
 Acceptable documents:

Scholarship cert i f icate ( i f  appl icable) ,
Bank cert i f icate showing suff ic ient funds in a French bank account,
Cert i f icate of a permanent and irrevocable bank transfer or blocked
account,
Letter of f inancial  support from a guarantor (sponsor) + copy of
their  ID + proof of suff ic ient ,  regular ,  and rel iable income.

8. PROOF OF ACCOMMODATION
Hotel reservat ion,
Rental  contract ,
Accommodation cert i f icate or letter of commitment from a host
( individual or inst i tut ion) ,

9. HEALTH INSURANCE
Val id for the ent ire durat ion of your stay in France.

the required documents



STEP 5

Interview with the
cultural attaché 
You wi l l  be received by the Cultural  Attaché of the French Embassy in
Oman for a br ief  interview. During this meeting, the off icer wi l l  ask you
to provide more detai led information about your academic background
and professional project .  The purpose of this interview is to ensure that
your plans are coherent and al igned with the object ives of your visa
appl icat ion.



STEP 6

get your passport back
You wi l l  receive a not i f icat ion invit ing you to col lect your passport from
VFS. Visa appl icat ion decisions are general ly made within 15 days. This
period may be extended up to 45 days in specif ic cases i f  the
examination of the appl icat ion requires i t .
Along with your passport ,  you wi l l  be given a letter with the
explanations of the procedure to val idate your visa upon arr ival  to
France.



STEP 7

Validate your visa
As soon as you arr ive in France, you must val idate your visa.  The
process is ent irely digital :  you can do everything remotely,  at  home, on
your computer.  You must val idate your visa within 3 months of arr iv ing
in France at the very latest .

You wi l l  need :  a val id emai l  address,  infromation on your visa,  your
date of arr ival  in France, your home address in France, a bank card to
pay onl ine the fee for issuing the residence permit .

https://administration-etrangers-en-france.interieur.gouv.fr/particuliers/#/

